ENVIRONMENTAL COORDINATOR’S REPORT TO COUNCIL
Activities between November 16 and December 19, 2008
ACCOMPLISHMENTS

· On November 20, 2008, I attended a Nevada Tribe’s Emergency Managers Meeting at the Nugget in Sparks during the ITCN Convention.  Tribes attending the meeting were:  Duckwater Shoshone Tribe; Shoshone Paiute Tribes; Fort McDermitt Tribe; Reno-Sparks Indian Colony; Walker River Paiute Tribe; and the Wells band of the Te-Moak Shoshone Tribe.  During the meeting I learned of the Shoshone Paiute Tribe’s small native seed bank operation which could help this Tribe with the Ruby pipeline project if it goes through the “preferred route”.
· Between November 24 and December 8, 2008, I reviewed the 30 pounds of paper constituting Ruby Pipeline’s Second Draft Resource Reports Nos. 1 through 10, and the 13 pounds of maps included in the 43 pound box.
· On November 25, 2008, I traveled to Summit Lake Reservation to assist William Cowan, Director, Natural Resources Dept., meet with personnel from the BIA’s Western Nevada Agency’s Branch of Natural Resources.  I took pictures of some of the sites visited by the BIA personnel.

· On December 2, 2008, I attended secret BLM Meeting on Ruby Pipeline Project at BLM Nevada State Office, Reno.  Major points:

· I was only one of two tribal employees at meeting

· I demanded that fifth alternative route (West-Wide Energy Corridors) be considered
· Made sure Summit Lake’s objections to Ruby Pipeline’s “Preferred Route” noted

· I demanded that actual costs of building pipeline along Jungo Road (Black Rock and Jungo Tuscarora Alternatives) be reported

· I circulated amendments to notes Ruby circulated

· BLM’s national Ruby Pipeline Project Manager has reversed his Dec. 2, 2008, stated position that BLM need not consult with Tribes

· Tribe will get letter from BLM Nevada state director basically apologizing

· I will get a chance to make suggested changes to letter

· I contacted California Native American Heritage Commission to explain that Ruby more or less misrepresented itself to Commission when it stated its project would not enter California and thus did not have to comply with California’s counterpart to an Environmental Impact Statement

· I contacted Modoc Tribe of Oklahoma (removed to Oklahoma following Modoc War) and now that they know project may cross their traditional territory in California they are working with me to support Tribe’s position

· On December 8, 2008, with the Council’s permission, I hosted an Ad-Hoc Tribal Consultation Meeting on the Ruby Pipeline Project at the Tribe’s Office.  Those attending represented:

· Dean Barlese, Pyramid Lake NAGPRA Committee
· Michon Eben, Reno-Sparks Indian Colony Cultural Committee

· Melany Johnson, Susanville Rancheria Cultural Committee

· Loyette Meza, Fort Bidwell Cultural Committee

· Kenneth Sam, Fort Bidwell Cultural Committee
· Christina Gonzales, Summit Lake Tribal Member

· Nedra Crane, Summit Lake Tribal Member

This group of people were very helpful in reviewing the 30 pounds of Draft Resource Reports so I could within seven hours draft Comments for the Tribe and others.  Without their help it would have taken me days to go through the 30 pounds of paper.
· On December 10, 2008, I finished draft of 14 page “Comments” for Tribes and Tribal Members to Consider Using to Comment on the 30 pound Ruby Pipeline Second Draft Resource Reports Nos. 1 through 10, and 13 pounds of maps

· On Friday, December 12, 2008, I timely filed Tribe’s Comments to Ruby Pipeline’s Second Draft Resource Reports Nos. 1 through 10 using the FERC On-line system.  Comments were 16 pages long.  These Comments have to be considered when FERC’s staff draft the Draft EIS (see below).
· I assisted many tribal members and members of other Tribes, colonies and Rancherias file their Comments to Ruby’s Second Draft Resource Reports Nos. 1 through 10.
· By December 15, 2008, I posted all documents on web site representing close out of FY 2008-2007 GAP Grant Year.

· On December 19, 2008, I submitted Next Four Year GAP Grant before Deadline
· April 17, 2009: EPA will notify Tribes what application amendments are needed

· Sept. 30, 2009: EPA will award four year (FY 2009-2013) GAP Grants

· Proposed Budget: $114,110
· No change in Environmental Coordinator’s salary

· Increased travel to RTOC and Annual EPA Conference so more can attend

· Requested funds for new computer

· Requested $5,000 for 2008 Audit
· FY 2009-2010 Work Plan Components

1.  Financial/Administrative Capacity Building

2.  Joint Evaluation of Program by EPA and Environmental Coordinator

3.  Building Tribal infrastructure

4.  Environmental Outreach/Education
5.  Implementing and Maintaining an Environmental Review Process

6.  Staff Training and Education (training dollars support Natural Resource Dept)
7.  Coordination with External Agencies

8.  Natural Resource Management and Protection

9.  Solid Waste

10.Update NIMS (National Incident Management System) Mandate **NEW
· On December 19, 2008, I attended the Friends of the Black Rock and High Rock Board Meeting with Council Vice-Chairperson Lorraine Watson and Council Secretary/Treasurer Jerri Lynn Barlese.  Attached is that Board of Directors Responsibilities document.
(continued next page)

UPCOMING ISSUES REGARDING THE RUBY PIPELINE PROJECT
· FERC (Federal Energy Regulatory Commission) staff are drafting the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS).  This should be as large as the 43 pound box the Tribe received from Ruby Pipeline on November 24, 2008.  Again, I will be hoping that individual tribal members, and other tribes, will assist the Tribe defeat Ruby Pipeline “preferred route”.

RESOLUTIONS FOR COUNCIL TO CONSIDER
· Protecting the Important, Historic, Cultural and Other Resources in the Area of the Paiute Meadows Ranch

cc:

File

Members, Summit Lake Paiute Council

GAP Grant Documents Page, Tribe’s Web Site, 2nd Qtr FY 2008-09 GAP Grant
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